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Liverpool 
Cancer Community Update 

 
March 2011 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Cancer Community Up-

date from the Liverpool Cancer Research UK Centre. This update is de-
signed to keep you informed of local research news, engagement ac-
tivities and news from the wider cancer community in Merseyside and 
Cheshire. Please contact Local Engagement and Development Manager 
Emma Squibb to contribute or comment. emma.squibb@cancer.org.uk   
0151 794 8823 or 07770 597 185 

New £451m Royal Liverpool Hospital ‘will go ahead’ after legal bid dropped 
The £451m rebuild of the Royal will go ahead, it has been announced, after a legal challenge was dropped 
on February 8th. The challenge, brought by campaign Group KONP (Keep Our NHS Public), was due to be 
heard in High Court in February, but at the end of January KONP leader Sam Semoff was told by the Legal 
Services Commission that they would be withdrawing Legal Aid for the case.  
 
A statement from KONP said, “Mr. Semoff has principles, but very little money. Very reluctantly, on legal 
advice, he has withdrawn the case.” The statement went on, “Money will flow out of the NHS to banks 
and private investors. The excess debt will force cuts in the NHS in Merseyside for the next generation.” 
 
The Royal estimates the challenge set plans 
back by six months and added £1m to the 
bill. Tony Bell, Chief Executive at the Royal 
said, “We are absolutely delighted this legal 
challenge is now over. We are sure the peo-
ple of Merseyside, who have given so much 
support to the new Royal, will be pleased to 
hear this news.” 
 
Liverpool City Council Leader Joe Anderson 
said, “It is fantastic news. Now we can get 
on with building a hospital that is fit for 
purpose, creating jobs and apprentice-
ships.”  
Read More  

Why are breast cancer rates increasing? 
New figures published at the beginning of February show that one in eight women will get breast cancer 
at some point in their lives—an increase from one in nine in 1990. There are likely to be many contribut-
ing factors including family size, lifestyle factors and genes, but the good news is that survival rates are 
improving and two thirds of women will now survive for 20 years or more. Read the full article on Cancer 
Research UK’s Science Blog here 

mailto:emma.squibb@cancer.org.uk?subject=Cancer%20Community%20Update
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-news/local-news/2011/02/09/new-451m-royal-liverpool-hospital-will-go-ahead-after-legal-bid-dropped-100252-28138107/#ixzz1DSKyCFnA
http://scienceblog.cancerresearchuk.org/2011/02/04/why-are-breast-cancer-rates-increasing/?view=rss&utm_campaign=DG_zeitgeistFeb11_RE&utm_content=47346416455&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Emailvision
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Cancer  
news in Mersey-

side and Cheshire  

New Life Saving Equipment in Liverpool 

The £2.3m radiotherapy device,  called the Novalis 
Tx , was unveiled in February, at Liverpool’s new 
Clatterbridge Cancer Centre, next to the Walton 
Centre in Fazakerley. The pioneering machine 
could save the lives of patients with inoperable 
brain tumours. It can perform precise and painless 
treatments in a single visit without damaging sur-
rounding brain tissue. It can also be used on tu-
mours in other parts of the body. 

Mr Mohsen Javadpour, Consultant Neurosurgeon 
at The Walton Centre, said: “The technology al-
lows us to track and treat difficult-to-treat cancers 
such as tumours really deep in the brain where 
open surgery is too dangerous. Another great 
benefit of the knifeless Novalis Tx treatment over 
open brain surgery is the incredibly reduced recov-
ery times for patients. Most treatments can be 
performed as a day case or will require a minimum 
hospital stay.” 

The machine will be run by Clatterbridge Centre 
for Oncology and reduce travel times for cancer 
patients living north of the River Mersey. Dr Brian 
Haylock, Consultant Oncologist and Clinical Direc-
tor for Radiotherapy at Clatterbridge Centre for 
Oncology, said the radiotherapy machine has po-
tential to be very widely used: “Unlike some other 
highly specialised radiation treatment machines, 
the Novalis Tx can treat many different types of 
cancer all over the body, allowing us to treat more 
cancer patients with a single device.” Read more 

Emeritus Professor David Price Evans paid a 

visit to the Centre on 24th February 2011. Prof 
Price Evans was Head of Medicine at Liverpool 
University  from 1968 until 1983 and for the pe-
riod 1972 - 1983 he occupied the Chair of Medi-
cine. He left to become Director of Medicine at 
the Riyadh Armed Forces Hospital in Saudi Ara-
bia, a position he held for 25 years, and a place 
where he continues to enjoy a close relationship 
today. 
  
He is the largest individual donor to the Univer-
sity, endowing two Chairs: the Chair of Medicine 
was been named in his honour, and in 2005 the 
Owen and Ellen Evans Chair of Cancer Studies 
was awarded to Professor John Neoptolemos 
He is internationally recognised for his work in 
pharmacogenetics, and has inspired future gen-
erations of academics at the University to pursue 
research into 'personalised medicines'. Pictured 
with Prof Neoptolemos and Prof Barr. 

Congratulations to Andrea Varro et al. for their 

work which has been published in Cancer Cell this 
month. 
Bone marrow-derived myofibroblasts contribute 
to the mesenchymal stem cell niche and promote 
tumor growth. Cancer Cell. 2011 Feb 15;19(2):257
-72. More 

Liverpool Cancer Conference 
Hundreds of international delegates will head to 
Liverpool for a major conference focusing on the 
end of life care of cancer patients. 
 
The OPCARE9 Conference at the BT Convention 
Centre, on Tuesday 9th March marks the comple-
tion of a three-year European Commission 7th 
Framework project involving clinicians, academics, 
and researchers from nine countries across the 
world.  
 
The project has been co-ordinated by the Marie 
Curie Palliative Care Institute Liverpool (MCPCIL) 
which is also the UK representative. More 

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-news/local-news/2011/02/07/liverpool-cancer-centre-unveils-new-pioneering-machine-to-treat-inoperable-brain-tumours-100252-28124003
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6WWK-525RKWB-7&_user=822084&_coverDate=02/15/2011&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000044499&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=822084&md5=30057b0fbad7f2441
http://www.clickliverpool.com/business/public-sector/1212556-delegates-gather-for-liverpool-cancer-care-conference.html


3  

 

Local  
Engagement 

Race for Life Launch Days : Liverpool, Chester & Preston 
Race for Life Sign Up is now officially open. Researchers from the 
Liverpool Cancer Research UK Centre turned out in force, despite 
the weather, to help  the CRUK Events Team at the Race for Life 
Launch in Liverpool One on Saturday 5th February, Chester City 
Centre on Saturday 19th and Preston on 26th.Thanks to Neville 
Cobbe, Andrea Linford, Emily Linnane, Claire Hutchinson, Lauren 

Dodgson, Louise Rawling, Lucy Beresford, Mike Davies, Sarah Lake, 
Mark Boyd, Nikolina Vlatkovic and Amro Ebbiary. Thanks also to 

the CRUK volunteers. 

Tesco has granted CRUK access to all of it’s 
600 shops to promote Race for Life  on 11th 
and 12th March 2011. If you are available to 
help out on either of those days, please con-
tact LEAD Manager Emma. 
 

Sign up for Race for Life now 
at                                                                      

www.raceforlife.org 

http://www.raceforlife.org/?search=PPC&gclid=CPvs6PCeracCFYFB4Qod1lAqnQ
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The Centre has 3 Donation Stations: DSO General Office, CRC Foyer, 
Duncan Building Foyer. Bags are worth up to £30 each. 

Our local CRUK delivery driver Darren collects the bags from 
the Centre and takes them to one of the local shops.  

The shop manager goes through the bags to give each one 
an average value. 

The stock is then sorted and priced by volunteers and put 
out for sale.  

Items which do not sell within a certain time are taken to 
another local shop for sale. 

Clothes which cannot be re-sold  in the shop are sold to a 
recycling merchant, last year creating £4m income for 
CRUK.  

Last year CRUK’s 600 shops generated income of £65 million 

Since February 2010 the Centre has collected stock worth over £10,000  
Please continue to donate, and if you haven’t already, why not drop into one of our local shops 

to grab a bargain. 

Old Swan, Southport, Ormskirk, Huyton, Widnes, Warrington, West Kirby, Chester, Formby, 
Moreton, Frodsham 

A Year in the Life of a Donation Station 

New home for Liverpool Cancer Trials Unit 
LCTU have now completed 
their move to new offices 
and can be found at Block C 
in the Foresight Building.  

Council’s Health Reps Visit 
Chair of Liverpool City Council’s Adult Health and 
Social Care Committee Councillor Janet Kent, and 
Advisory Member Mike Marsh visited the Centre 
on 16th February. 

Case Notes from Liverpool 
Profs Sutton, Neoptolemos, Ms Paula Ghaneh 
and Jo Garry featured in  Mark Porter's Radio 4 
programme Case Notes this month. You can 
listen to the programme here. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00yj96k
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Local  

People  

Charlotte Runs Ten 
Deputy Operational Director of Liverpool Cancer Trials Unit, Charlotte Rawcliffe, will be running an in-
credible TEN Race for Life events (that’s 50k)  this summer, to raise money for Cancer Research UK. 
Charlotte will be running in events across Merseyside, Cheshire, Lancashire and North Wales and 
would like to be accompanied at each Race by another member, or members, of staff. Please let us 
know if you would like to keep Charlotte company on one of her runs, (ladies only) she promises to 
slow down if necessary! Volunteer to run with Charlotte here. 
 
 You can show your support for Charlotte by sponsoring her here, and by coming along to one of the 
events to cheer her on.  Good luck Charlotte. 

May 

15th Southport 

22nd Wrexham 

June  

12th Wigan 

19th Chester 

26th Aintree x2 

29th Blackpool 

30th Blackpool 

July  

6th Knowsley 

17th Preston 

Aughton man gives £15,000 to Liverpool Women’s Hospital 
Cancer patient Carla Maguire spent her last days at the Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital with her partner Kev Bellion by her side. Kev, of Aughton, wanted to 
raise cash for the hospital to thank staff for their hard work in looking after 
Carla so he embarked on a fundraising bike ride from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats last year for the Palliative Care Unit. He was joined by his childhood 
friends from Aughton, Steve Warner, who came up with the idea, and Lee 
Connolly. With other events, including a coffee morning organised by his 
mum Veronica, Kev and his pals managed to raise £15,000 for the unit. More 

A group of fundraisers from DLA Piper 
Solicitors in Liverpool City Centre vis-
ited for a lab tour on Feb 2nd.  The 
group met Professor Barr and  left with 
plans to hold a Donation Station event 
in their office, to raise further funds 
for CRUK. 

Thank you to The Honour-
able Money Grabbers 
who raised over £540 for 
the Centre in October 
with a dress down day at 
their offices (The Criminal 
Records Bureau in Liver-
pool.) 

Mum-of-two Mandy Maxwell, 35, of Great Sutton, who has been treated for skin cancer, was the main 
attraction when Tesco and Cancer Research UK’s Race for Life’s musical production Join the Girls was 
staged for one performance only at the Picturehouse at FACT in Liverpool on Sunday 20 February. Join-
ing her on stage was a cast of performers who have had lead roles in major musicals including Oliver! and 
Chicago. More 

mailto:emma.squibb@cancer.org.uk?subject=Run%20with%20Charlotte
http://www.justgiving.com/charlotterunsten/
http://www.osadvertiser.co.uk/news/ormskirk-news/2011/02/03/aughton-man-kev-bellion-gives-15-000-liverpool-women-s-hospital-80904-28102708
http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.ellesmereportpioneer.co.uk/ellesmere-port-news/local-ellesmere-port-news/2011/02/23/great-sutton-cancer-survivor-is-leading-lady-in-race-for-life-musical-55940-28213681/&sa=U&ei=mednTd-NOZG1hAfmsa3sDg&ved=0CDgQqQIwBg&u
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Contribute  
If you would like to contribute to the next edition of this update, please contact Emma on 

emma.squibb@cancer.org.uk 0151 794 8823  or 07770 597 185 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Other 
news 

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464) and in Scotland (SC041666).  

 Cancer Research UK  
Merseyside & Cheshire  

Events Calendar 

= Researcher/ Scientist opportunity 

Please contact Cancer Research UK Local Engage-
ment Manager, Emma Squibb for details of how you 

can get involved. 

       

  March 2011 
02      Frodsham Shop 20th Anniversary Event 

11/12  Tesco Race for Life Promotion  
 

15 LFC for Health Event, Anfield 
 

16     Patient and Public Engagement Event 
 

25     Guest Speaker: Professor Ludger Hengst 

26   Widnes Shop Event—Meet the Scientist 
 

29 Lab Tour: Shop volunteers 
 

31     Lab Tour: Hugh Baird College 
                                      

    

Liverpool Embassy opens in London 
Following the success of Liverpool’s 
participation at World Expo in 
Shanghai, a business embassy for 
Liverpool has been opened in Lon-
don. Liverpool is the UK’s fastest 
growing economy outside of London 
and it is hoped the Embassy will at-
tract future investment in the area. 
Website 

England footballers donate match 
fees to CRUK Cancer Research UK 

has welcomed the England football 
team's decision to donate part of 
their match fees to the charity.  Eng-
land and Liverpool legend Steven 
Gerrard said that the squad had cho-
sen to work with Cancer Research 
UK "because most people know 
someone who has been affected by 
cancer". 

North West Cancer Research Fund are looking to recruit a scientist with current or potential inter-
national research stature to a five year NWCRF funded fellowship in the Division of Biomedical and 
Life Sciences within the School of Health and Medicine, a high priority research and teaching area 
within Lancaster University. Applicants should have expertise in cancer research that can comple-
ment the existing research strengths within SHM. More Information 
 
As an independent charity Clatterbridge Cancer Research has invested over £20 million into world-
class research in Merseyside over the past 30 years. Previous work has focused on funding labora-
tory research and clinical trials in the Liverpool region, but as part of a new research strategy moving 
forward CCR want to hear from anyone who has the passion and ideas to make a difference to can-
cer patients living in Merseyside today. Read More 

mailto:emma.squibb@cancer.org.uk?subject=Cancer%20Community%20Update
mailto:emma.squibb@cancer.org.uk?subject=JUne/%20July%20Engagement%20Opportunities
http://www.liverpoolinlondon.com
http://www.nwcrf.co.uk/default.asp
http://www.ccrt.org.uk/content/Research/Grants.aspx

