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Hyperbaric Oxygen for the Prevention of Osteoradionecrosis

BACKGROUND

» Osteoradionecrosis (ORN) is a complication of radiotherapy for head and neck cancer

* ORN is where irradiated bone undergoes necrosis and becomes exposed
through the soft tissues

* The morbidity and mortality of osteoradionecrosis is significant

* Treatment outcomes are often unsatisfactory

» There have only been limited studies of prophylactic HBO
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INCLUSION CRITERIA

* Age > 18 years

» Prior history of external beam radiotherapy (dose > 50Gy) to
mandible or prior history of brachytherapy with equivalent radiation
dose as above.

* No evidence of cancer recurrence

» Condition requiring surgery to mandible
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