
Clinical Trials 

The Liverpool Cancer Trials Unit is currently coordinat-

ing four open multi-centre trials, one trial has just 

closed and another trial is in planning stages. 

 

TeloVac (Opened on 5th March)  

Funded by Cancer Research UK, this study is de-

signed as a prospective, phase III, controlled, open 

label, multicentre, randomised clinical trial comparing 

combination Gemcitabine and Capecitabine therapy 

with concurrent and sequential 

chemo immu-

notherapy using 

the telomerase vaccine 

GV 1001 in locally ad-

vanced and metastatic 

pancreatic cancer. The trial 

aims to recruit 1100 patients . 

 

EUROPAC2 (Opened 8th May)  

A multicentre, randomised, phase III, double blind, 

placebo controlled, parallel group, outpatient study in 

patients aged 5-65 with Hereditary Pancteatitis and 

Idiopathic Chronic Pancreatitis.  

 

 

ESPAC-Tplus (Open) 

ESPAC-TPlus was funded by the Translational Re-

search in Clinical Trials Committee (TRICC) of Cancer 

Research UK in order to enable high quality transla-

tional research to be embedded in the ESPAC trials. 

ESPAC-TPlus is designed to allow both prospective 

and retrospective sample collection and analysis. 

About the Liverpool Cancer Trials Unit 

ESPAC-3 (v2)  

Designed to test 2 hypotheses; Firstly, whether post 

operative treatment with chemotherapy drug gemcit-

abine, or chemotherapy drug 5-Fluorouracil & Folinic 

Acid (5FU/FA), improve survival compared to no addi-

tional treatment following surgery to remove pancre-

atic cancer, and also to see whether there is any dif-

ference in terms of survival between gemcitabine 

and 5FU/FA as post-operative (or adjuvant) chemo-

therapy treatments.  Recruitment for Ampullary and 

other patients is still open 

 

ESPAC-4 (in planning) 

A two arm open-label, phase III, multi-centre random-

ised control trial. The aim of this trial is to compare 

survival following resection and either adjuvant    

gemcitabine plus capecitabine or gemcitabine alone 

in patients with pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma.  

 

GEMCAP (closed)  

A phase III multi-centre randomised clinical trial com-

paring Gemcitabine alone or in combination with 

Capecitabine for the treatment of patients with ad-

vanced pancreatic cancer. The GemCap trial is 

closed  to recruitment close out visits are being ar-

ranged  

Clinical Trials (continued) 

The Cancer Research UK Trials Office in Liverpool was  

established in 1996 for the purpose of completing the 

ESPAC-1 trial and with the objective of developing fur-

ther trials. Success with lung cancer molecular epide-

miology studies led by Professor John Field resulted in 

the creation of the LCTU, housing both the lung and 

pancreas cancer clinical groups. The high level of ex-

pertise and core competencies developed by the LCTU 

over the past nine years is well recognised and the 

LCTU Advisory Committee has consider-

able experience in developing research 

strategies to resolve important clini-

cal     questions across a number 

of disease sites.  

Experimental Cancer Medicine Centres are a joint ini-

tiative between Cancer Research UK and the Depart-

ments of Health in England, Scotland and Wales. This 

funding replaces NTRAC support and provides infra-

structure support for staff and running costs to under-

pin early phase (I/II) trials and translational research.  

The Liverpool Experimental Cancer Medicine Centre 

has been awarded to the University of Liverpool 

(School of Cancer Studies and Pharmacology) and the 

NHS partners of the Royal Liverpool University Hospital 

and Clatterbridge Centre for Oncology and will be man-

aged by the Liverpool Cancer Trials Unit.  

Liverpool Experimental Cancer Medicine Centre 
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For more information about the Liverpool Can-

cer Trials Unit, please email: 

  lctu@liverpool.ac.uk 

 Or visit the LCTU website:  

  www.lctu.org.uk 

Further Information 

The LCTU works closely with Cancer Research UK in 

the Clinical Research of new and existing products 

for the treatment of cancer, easing suffering and 

improving the quality of life of these patients.  

 

The LCTU is recognised for having a positive impact 

�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�·���O�L�Y�H�V�����P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���V�X�U�S�D�V�V�L�Q�J��

external expectations with the services we offer.  

 

The LCTU offers a dynamic workplace in which peo-

ple can realise their professional ambitions while 

being involved in a dedicated team to Clinical Re-

search. 
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